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Current conditions: 
As of May 15, 2025, Kendall County remains within the D4 exceptional drought category (per the latest 
available US Drought Monitor map provided below) as the area associated with this drought continues. 
ENSO-Neutral conditions are in place, and the overall drier than average weather pattern continues. 
CCGCD remains at a Stage 4 drought restriction within this on-going Drought Emergency. 
 

 
We are going to shift gears away from weather-related indices for this educational topic. 
 
You may have heard of the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRaHS) found 
at www.cocorahs.org. CoCoRaHS is a non-profit, community-based network of volunteer precipitation 
reporters. The goal committed by each volunteer (to the best of their ability and weather permitting) is 
to submit a timely, daily precipitation total for the specific location of the precipitation gauge into the 
interactive CoCoRaHS website that collects, organizes and plots the submitted data for public use and 
consumption.  
 
Due to a major flooding event in Fort Collins, CO, the CoCoRaHS network originated in 1998 and is 
based out of the Colorado Climate Center at Colorado State University. Since its origination, the network 
has grown across all 50 U.S. states, into Canada, Puerto Rico, US Virgin Islands, The Bahamas and 
Guam.  
 
In order to participate as an official CoCoRaHS observer, there are three significant commitments to 
consider: 

http://www.cocorahs.org/


1) Do you have access to the internet and a web browser? 
2) Are you willing to purchase a CoCoRaHS approved 4-inch diameter precipitation gauge? 
3) Is there an appropriate location on your site to set up the gauge and conduct daily readings for 

submittals into the CoCoRaHS system?    
 
Internet access is key to the process. You don’t need high-speed internet access to have success with the 
CoCoRaHS network; instead, you just need access to an internet provider with a user-friendly web 
browser such as Google Chrome, Firefox, Safari, etc. 
 
The 4-inch diameter precipitation gauge is a requirement. CoCoRaHS makes this requirement because it 
is best for data consistency, data precision and data accuracy across the network and for data users. This 
type of gauge also handles any type of precipitation such as liquid rainfall, freezing drizzle/rain, sleet 
and snow. It is not intended for hail collection – there is a different option via CoCoRaHS to report hail. 
One of the best providers to easily purchase the 4-inch gauge is the vendor Weather Your Way at the 
following web site: https://weatheryourway.com/collections/cocorahs-gauge-parts/products/official-
cocorahs-gauge.  The overall cost to purchase and have the gauge delivered to your location is around 
$55 (sales tax and delivery costs included). The gauge is completely manual. There are no electronics or 
batteries needed. 
 
There is one other consideration. Is your location suitable to collect precipitation? For example, do you 
have enough open space to the sky to place the gauge in a location that is not blocked by building 
overhangs, large trees completely covering the sky and tall fence lines that would block precipitation 
entering the gauge? There are very good training materials on the CoCoRaHS website that address this 
important consideration.  
 
Depending on the location of where you want to place the gauge and what you have available at your 
location in supplies, there could be other costs you may accrue. For example, you may have to purchase 
and construct into the ground a 4in x 4in x 8ft tall wooden post in an open area to secure the gauge 
specific to your observation height. Additionally, some observers get concerned with the potential of deer 
destroying their gauge so securing the gauge from such circumstances is a strategy you may need to 
consider. You will want to place the gauge in a location that encourages you to go out safely to make 
your observation on a daily basis. 
 
As for daily observations, zero values reported are EXTREMLY important.  WHY?  When one reports a 
daily value when no precipitation has occurred, the value of the zero report is that a zero value is data 
not assumed by the end user; and there are a lot of end users of precipitation data – for sure! 
 
Another really important precipitation value to observe and report is the Trace (T) precipitation event. A 
trace precipitation event is any precipitation that occurs, even if it is one rainfall drop or one snowflake 
or one sleet pellet, that wets your gauge but accumulation of the (liquid) precipitation value is visibly 
measured greater than a zero value AND less than 0.01 of an inch. The gauge allows the observer to 
measure to the nearest 0.01 of an inch of accumulation. 
 
When taking your daily observation, your safety is of upmost importance. Don’t take the precipitation 
observation during a lightning storm, a severe thunderstorm or an ice storm. There is no need to put your 
life in danger during observation time. The CoCoRaHS system has the capacity for and allows observers 
to report a multi-day value in the event bad weather is occurring at observation time or in the event of 
vacation time away or life’s unexpected interruptions.   
 

https://weatheryourway.com/collections/cocorahs-gauge-parts/products/official-cocorahs-gauge
https://weatheryourway.com/collections/cocorahs-gauge-parts/products/official-cocorahs-gauge


CoCoRaHS wants you to make and report your observation each day at a consistent time such as 6am, 
7am or 8am, assuming it is safe during that time to observe.   
 
If you are serious about becoming a CoCoRaHS observer or if you have questions reach out to THCWS, 
CCGCD and/or CoCoRaHS.  There are never too many CoCoRaHS observers. We encourage and want 
your participation in Kendall County.   
 
Here are some training slide shows that you will find useful and helpful. 
https://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=training_slideshows. 
 
Stay tuned into CCGCD’s website page, as TXHCWS will soon be providing more educational materials.     
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